Minutes from WEAGT meeting on 10/6/11

meeting began at 7:05 with the pledge to the flag

The following people signed the attendance sheet:  Deborah Withem, Jason Zeyer, Karen Yirava, Robin Ungar, Shanti Blatnik, Cindy Strunk, Andrea Wallace, Jackie Spayde, Anna Stanich, Kim Vitello, Marianne Smith, and Lynann Panchula.  Alison Ciferno and Betty Stevens were also present.

introductions were made

Marianne summed up for the new parents what WEAGT does and who they support.  WEAGT supports 3 programs for gifted students: inclusive classroom, pullout program, and visitation by Mrs. Zalar to children in other schools.  The money that we have to use is raised by the previous year’s auction.  Cindy Strunk broke out how we spend the money into percentages:  45% goes to student enrichment, 28% to teacher enrichment/training, 3% to operating expenses, and 10% to teacher discretionary funds. (not sure what remaining % were)

Mrs. Stevens is thankful for the PTA and WEAGT.
The main issue ahead is the passing of the school levy which is issue 6.  She explained the needs of the district and encouraged all parents to hear the new superintendent give a 30 minute presentation on why the levy needs to pass.  Nov. 1 and Nov. 2 he will be talking at the high schools.

Mrs. Ciferno then talked.  
Teachers cannot differentiate students without money from WEAGT.  
Mrs. VanArnhem and Mrs. Percic are looking into other spelling programs.  
Fine Arts is up and running.  We doubled the amount of money we are giving them.  There are stations at the Fine Arts that the classes are going to and then the Fine Arts come to the classroom to finish.  There will be a culmination program in March.  Sixth grade honors students are now being included into the Fine Arts program.
Four other teachers along with Mrs. Ciferno will be going to OAGC from 16-18 of October.
WEP support - have now purchased a new program to help with the written education plans.  Parents will get them in January after the teachers get training.  NEW- will get a summary at the end of the year to see if the student has net the goals set by the teacher.  This summary will be 2 pages instead of 6.

Budget was reviewed and approved.

MArianne encouraged people to keep coming so that they can help with decisions that will directly impact their child.

WEAGT meetings at the first Thursday of every month.

Auction will be February 25, 2012.

Question on e-mail that is on website - sent an e-mail and did not get a response.  Please send e-mails directly to a board member.

meeting was adjourned at 7:50 pm.

